
SAMSON 

1. His name probably meant “Sun Man.”  

2. 12th judge in the Book of Judges:  

i) Othniel (Judah) - “God raised up a saviour”; “spirit of God on Him”; “judged Israel” 

ii) Ehud (Benjamin) - “God raised up a saviour” 

iii) Shamgar (?) - “saved Israel” 

iv) Deborah (Benjamin or Ephraim) - “judged Israel” 

v) Gideon (West Manasseh) - “God is with you”; “spirit of God clothed” him 

omitted Abimelech - not chosen by God - “ruled Israel”                                                                         

vi) Tola (Issachar) - “saved Israel”; “judged Israel” 

vii) Yair (Gilead - probably Gad) - “judged Israel” 

viii) Jephthah (Gilead - probably Gad) - “judged Israel”  

ix) Ibzan (Boaz?) (Judah) - “judged Israel”  

x) Elon (Zevulun) - “judged Israel”  

xi) Abdon (Ephraim) - “judged Israel” 

xii) Samson (Dan) – “will begin to save Israel”; “spirit of God rushed on him”; and “judged Israel.” 

3. He was a member of the tribe of Dan when it was situated just north of Philistia. It is thought that, by the 

time Samson made his appearance, most of his tribe had given up trying to maintain a precarious hold on 

their allocated territory and had moved to the north-eastern corner of the country, near Mt Hermon.   

4. Samson’s parents must have been part of the remnant who clung to their homes in the Judean foothills and 

who lived insecurely alongside the Philistines.      

5. His family lived in Zorah, in the foothills of the Shephelah (lowlands), overlooking the valley of Sorek and 

just across the border from Philistia. The largest town in the locality was Bet-Shemesh - house of the sun. 

6. His father’s name was Manoah. His mother is not named in the narrative. 

7. An angel appeared and told the barren mother that she would have a son whose hair must never be cut 

and who would be a Nazirite to God. Ominously, Samson would only “begin to save Israel.” 

8. The story is replete with facts not being divulged. This seems to be a deliberate decision by the narrator. 

Thus, it is unclear whether i) Samson was meant be a Nazirite from the womb until his death; ii) he was to 

abstain from wine, beer and unclean food; and iii) he had to avoid contact with the dead.    

9. Much to the consternation of his parents, Samson insisted on marrying a Philistine woman. 

10. At the wedding feast, Samson toyed with his Philistine guests by posing an insoluble riddle, as he had not 

told anybody that he had eaten honey from the corpse of a lion that he had previously killed bare-handed. 

11. His guests threatened his wife with death if she did not discover the answer. Her nagging paid off. Samson 

suspected she had been unfaithful and murdered thirty people in Ashkelon to assuage his wrath. 

12. Having abandoned the marital bed, his father-in-law married his wife off to one of his Philistine friends. 

Enraged, Samson burnt down the Philistine’s grain harvest and their olive groves.    

13. This time, the Philistines retaliated by burning to death his wife and father-in-law. Samson responded by 

slaughtering an unspecified number of Philistines.       

14. The Philistines marched into Judah who, to avoid further reprisals, agreed to hand over Samson. As he 

approached the enemy camp, Samson snapped his bonds and, with nothing more than a jawbone of an ass, 

slew a thousand of the Philistines.      

15. Having slaked his thirst, courtesy of a miracle from God, Samson quenched his sexual passions by visiting a 

whore in Gaza. Somehow, not revealed in the text, Samson became aware of a plot to kill him in the 

morning. He arose at midnight, wrenched off the city gate, and bore it on his back all the way to Hebron. 

16. Samson fell in love with Delilah. It is not clear if she was a Philistine, Israelite or from some other people. 

17. She betrayed Samson for a vast sum of money. She pestered him until, at the fourth time of asking, he 

revealed the source of his superhuman strength. 

18. The Philistines seized and blinded him, and made him grind corn in Gaza, where he had nearly been killed.  

19. Sometime later, the Philistines celebrated his capture at their temple dedicated to Dagon, the god of grain, 

and brought Samson from the prison to amuse the thousands of celebrants.   



20. Humiliated, Samson prayed for his strength to be restored so that he could exact retribution for losing his 

eyes. But his enforced baldness and concomitant loss of strength had not been permanent. His hair had 

been re-growing ever since he had been shaved. It is unclear if God granted his wish or he re-found his self-

belief and confidence through prayer. Samson collapsed the temple by grasping the central pillars and 

dislodging them. He killed more in death than he had in life. Did God act directly or indirectly?  

21. Samson’s kinsfolk found his body in the rubble and buried him alongside his father.  

22. He had judged Israel for 20 years during the period of Philistine subjugation.   

23. Samson operated alone. He was a one-man wrecking machine designed by God to plague the Philistines. 
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