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'But who created God?' is a question children frequently ask when discussing the beginning of the Torah. If God 

created the world, what or who made God? Does God have parents? If so, who are they and who made them? 

There are also those who will add, ‘where are the dinosaurs and sabre-tooth tigers in this story’? 

These are far from naive or simplistic questions. Egyptian and Hindu myths, along with other sophisticated 

creation stories, attempt to deal with the question of 'what came before the beginning’, and indeed it is something 

that modern scientific thinking also grapples with, in trying to work out what happened immediately before the big 

bang and in seeking to establish the origins of life on earth. 

Stories are a framing of reality; the on-going complexity and mess of existence is too raw and disorganised for us 

to be able to make sense of, so we summarise and sift, editing reality to make meaning out of events as they 

unfold. 

All stories have a start, but most don't begin at the beginning. Genesis is no exception. Fox's beautiful translation 

makes this clear when he translates Bereshit as 'In the beginning of God's creating...' The opening verses are 

simply the start of this reality, the creation of the world is the beginning of our story, but for God this is a 

continuation. And that, it seems to me, is the key idea. Bereshit is our story. It isn't that dinosaurs, sabre tooth 

tigers and various other extinct forms of life didn't happen, but this isn't their story, or God’s story – it’s ours and it 

starts where we need it to, with us. 

As you read this, the beginning of the academic study year has just begun and children are settling into their new 

classes and getting to know their new teachers, whilst older students will be starting or returning to courses and 

those of us for whom school is still a major part of our lives, either as education professionals or as parents, will 

be returning, once more, to those routines and structures which often define our family lives: organising uniform, 

homework, rotas, clubs, packed lunches and much more. 

We often link the start of the school term with new beginnings, but the truth is that the new-year is really as much 

about continuity and change as it is about origins. Children, students and adults at any stage are not new-borns 

entering our classrooms, our chederim, our youth groups or our study sessions. Even the youngest of them come 

with their own creation stories. They have wandered through their own Edens and, in some cases, experienced 

some of the painful expulsion from paradise into a harsh reality, whilst others have faced complex family 

struggles. However old or young they are, all of us come with our own narratives of exploration and 

experimentation. Each year is an opportunity to tell a new story, to start the next chapter of an on-going tale and 

to make sense of our lives within the changing environments of our existence. 
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